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Companion exhibition displays works featured in book 


The Cleveland Museum of Art’s collection of Chinese art is one of the most distinguished in the West, 
representing the highest level of Chinese artistic accomplishment. A new publication, Silent Poetry: 
Chinese Paintings from the Collection of the Cleveland Museum of Art offers a comprehensive look at 
the museum's exceptional collection of Chinese paintings. To celebrate this publication, the museum is 
presenting a focused exhibition of the same title, open now through April 24, 2016 in the Julia and 
Larry Pollock Focus Gallery. 


Over 500 pages, Silent Poetry: Chinese Paintings from the Collection of the Cleveland Museum of Art 
offers a thorough study of more than 100 selected works with 400 color illustrations. Renowned 
scholars Ju Hsi Chou and Anita Chung, who have overseen the museum’s Chinese art collection for 
almost two decades, contribute new scholarship based on the examination of works using digital 
technology as a supplement to traditional analyses of style, text, context and artistic technique. Silent 
Poetry, an authoritative reference for students, scholars and collectors, represents the most up-to-date 
research on the museum's outstanding collection of paintings and encourages new directions in the 
study of Chinese art. 


“The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Chinese painting collection comprises many superb works that 
occupy a critical place in Chinese art history,” said William Griswold, director of the Cleveland Museum 
of Art. “Silent Poetry, both the book and the exhibition, celebrate these astounding masterworks, 
illuminating topics that range from the grand conception of the cosmic order in a monumental Song 
dynasty landscape to the intimate visions of literati paintings, from the representations of the natural 
and human world to the free imaginings of the mythical and religious realms, and from the pursuit of 
antiquity to the selective borrowing of foreign styles. The authors of the publication offer fascinating 
insights into a venerable Chinese art tradition marked by diversity and transformation.” 


The companion exhibition, Silent Poetry: Chinese Paintings from the Collection of the Cleveland 
Museum of Art features ten masterworks of Chinese art, spanning the Song to the Qing dynasties and 
showcasing diverse subjects and styles. Several iconic works are on display, such as Portraits of 
Emperor Qianlong, the Empress, and Eleven Imperial Consorts. This is perhaps the best-known work 
in the museum’s Chinese paintings collection and was created over several decades, and altered 
according to the emperor’s whims. The first three portraits, beginning with the emperor, his wife, and 
first concubine, were painted by the Italian Jesuit missionary and artist Giuseppe Castiglione, and the 
following seven portraits of the emperor’s younger concubines were most likely done by Chinese court 
painters inspired by Castiglione’s style. The last three portraits were painted in the 1770s after 
Castiglione’s death, and are done in purely Chinese style. Another important work, Streams and 
Mountains without End is a monumental landscape acquired in 1953 by Sherman E. Lee, a former 
Cleveland museum director who collected major works for the Chinese collection. This painting 
expresses a cosmic order in which humans exist in harmony with nature. Streams and Mountains 
without End is painted on a single piece of silk in five sections, followed by nine calligraphy portions 
added over four centuries by officials, scholars and writers. 


These fragile works are light-sensitive, and are rarely on display. The exhibition provides an 
exceptional opportunity for visitors to enjoy these rare masterworks all at once for the first time in the 
history of the museum. 


The book, Silent Poetry: Chinese Paintings from the Collection of the Cleveland Museum of Art is 
$125 and may be purchased at the Cleveland Museum of Art store. 
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About the Cleveland Museum of Art 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which includes more 
than 63,000 artworks and spans 6,000 years of achievement in the arts. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and performing arts and is a leader in digital innovations. One 
of the top comprehensive art museums in the nation, recognized for its award-winning Open Access program 
and free of charge to all, the Cleveland Museum of Art is located in the University Circle neighborhood. 


The museum is supported in part by residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture and made possible in part by the Ohio Arts Council (OAC), which receives support from the 
State of Ohio and the National Endowment for the Arts. The OAC is a state agency that funds and supports 
quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically. For more 
information about the museum and its holdings, programs and events, call 888-CMA-0033 or visit cma.org [1]. 
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